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OAKHAM URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL. 
ANNUAL REPORT. 
of the 


MEDICAL OFFICER OF HwWALTH, 
1956. 


Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
I have the honour to present herewith my eighteenth 


Annual Report dealing with matters within my responsibility 
regarding public health and preventive medicine. 


GENERAL STATISTICS. 


UGE MOSS als Fuld Vamisacls's’s Oi aeadinccccseescees 29200 
Registrar General's estimate of population...e.- 4,150 
Number of inhabited houses at end of 1956eececcee 1,550 
Rateable Value at 31st December 1956..ececeeeeeedly439 


Nett product of a penny rate..ccccccccereccsevee S210, 


VITAL STATISTICS. 
Males Females Total 
Live Births - Legitimate 34 19 ay 
Illegitimate 2 5 
Still Births - Legitimate = is 1 
Illegitimate - - 


Rate for District Rate forEngland 
and Wales. 


Birth Rate gi lyay sh the ght | 
Death Rate a Pe ied 


Infant Mortality Rate 
per 1,000 live births. 68.9 2548 


Three Deaths occurred in persons aged 90 years and over, and 
25 Deaths in the age group 80 —- 90 years. 


The four Deaths of infants under one year of age were due to 
causes which can at present be regarded as unpreventable. 
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CAUSES OF DEATH. 

Malignant Neoplasm Stomach, ue 44 
ft 4 Lung, Bronchus. 2 - 

4 ’ Breast. - g: 

56 q Uterus. ~ i 
Other Malignantand Lymphatic Neoplasms, 3 a 
Leukaemia. Aleukaemia. ut ah 
Diabetes. - 2 
Vascular Lesions of Nervous System. 6 12 
Coronary Disease, Angina. 4. 5 
Hypertension with Heart Disease, vk - 
Other Heart Disease. : aot Re 
Other Circulatory Disease. 3 - 
Pneumonia. 2 1 
Other diseases of Respiratory System. ii - 
Nephritis & Nephrosis. hy - 
Congenital Malformations, L i 
Other Defined and Ill-defined Diseases. 2 4 
47 
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GENERAL PROVISTOW OF HEALTH SHERVICHS FOR THA ARBA, 
PUBLIC HHALTH OFFICERS OF THE suUTHORITY. 


Medical Officer of Health - J.Young, M.B., Ch.B. 

D.P.H. Camb. 
The Medical Officer of Health acts for the 
Leicestershire & Rutland Combined Districts in which 
this District is included. 


Public Health Inspector. ~- H. Tabberer, Certificate Royal 
sanitary Institute. 


The Public Health Inspector is also Surveyor to the Council. 
LABORATORY PACILITIES. 


The following examinations in your area were carried out 
during the year at the Public Health Laboratory,Leicester,. 
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BL O O a @eeeseeoeacceoseeveee eee ceeeeeesoeeeeeeesnee 6 @ 10 
i) put a eeeeeoeeevoeereeew#eepeeeeweesveeeoseseseeee eee 2 _ 
Vaginal Swab Ss @eeeeoeeeseeeees*ocoeeseeeesnesse eed @ 2 
Milk eeeaeeevece0c0eee2e@2020808028280808088 8 688888 8H 8S 2 
Wat c M fy @eeeesvwseseeoeeeweeveeveeeesesvoeseeaeae7es eee ee @ i 


Miscellaneous eeeoeeevoeoevseoesveeevoe eevee eee ee 


436 


The good co-operation with the Public Health Laboratory 
Service continued during the year and the assistance 
given has been of great value, 
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF 
THE AI CHA ® 


Bacteriological. Chemical, 
(i) WATER, 


Number of Samples taken for 
Analysis :- 


(a) from wells, @eeeoeeeeeve8e 6 hearst ee 
(bh) fuor piped supply: veiee's'e/e'e'e' 6 _ 
(c) at sources of public supply. ~ - 


Results of samples taken 3- 


(a) from wells - unsatisfactory - _ i 
satisfactory - ~ 1s 


(b) from piped supply - 


unsatisfactory - zs - 
satisfactory - 5 Au! 
(c) at sources - unsatisfactory - “ os 
satisfactory ~ ~ ~ 


The public supply was restricted for much of the year after the 
end of April. 


The Council's water undertaking extends to all but sixteen 
occupied houses in the Urban District, and supplies are given 
to Braunston, and parts of Barleythorpe and Burley in the Rural 
District of Oakham. 


Almost 99% of the houses and over 99% of the population of the 
Urban District are supplied by the Councile In some cases the 
water is not laid into the houses, and in a few cases, one tap 

is shared by two or more houses. 

The number of such cases has declined considei1ably during the year. 
There are no public standpipes. 


The Council now takes a- supplementary supply of water from the 
Oakham Rural District Council's Regional Scheme. 

The Rural District Council has relieved the Urban District Council 
of some of the Burley and all the Ashwell consumers as from 

June, 1956. 


A contract has been made and the work practically completed 

for improved softening and chlorinating plant at the Waterworks, 
and pressure filters have been installed. 

The new softening plant was working by the end of the year. 
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(11) DRAINAGE & SEWERAGE. 


A report has been received from the Consultant Engineers 
showing the possible future development of sewers in the 
towne 

(111) CLOSET ACCOMMODATION. 


LE TE LS ES 


Total number in the District at the end of 1955 s= 


i Privies a oe ene Gk 6 6 618 6.0 © 6 G19 6 2.9 6 6 619 0 6 6 6 8 816 0 © Lage! 

rs Pail Closets eceereeceseeeeoeoeeeeeeoeeeee ee @ 26 

(3) Water CLOSETS eececerecacecceccccvresecece Approx.1750. 
Number of pail closets converted to water 

carriage system during the yoareececececceseces TWO6 


At eighteen of these twenty-six pail closets, either water 

mains or sewers are not available within the distance laid down in 
the Act. Some of the remaining eight are at old houses, which 
are likely to be demolished when the housing situation improves. 
The Council intend when restrictionson Capital Expenditure are 
eased, to lay sewers which will open up more land for housing 

and enable eight pail closets to be converted and several 
cesspools to be abolished. 


(1V) PUBLIC CLEANSING, 


One man is engaged part time on the Refuse Tip. 
The tip is kept practically free from rats and no insect 
nuisance occurs. The Council now use a 10-cubic yard petrol 
driven refuse collecting vehicle. 
Paper, rags and metal articles, other than tins are kept separate 
and sold. 


he small quantity of nightsoil is tipped at the Sewage 
Disposal Works. 


(Vv) SMOKR. 


The only big chimey in the town now in use is at the 
Catmose Vale Hospital. 


SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE ahha. 


The particulars given under this heading are for all 
purposes including particulars given elsewhere in this Report. 


Total number of complaints received .eeceeescceveres 20 
Total number of defects or nuisances 
discovered arising out of complaints..cccrrccceece 16 
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Nature of Inspection. Number of Inspections 
and Re-visits. 


Dwelling Houses (211 purposes) en 150 
Tents, Vans, etc., Toe 2 
Slaughter houses. eon 6 
Food Premises. eve 80 
Dairies. eee 10 
Offensive Trades. aes - 
Animal keeping. eas 10 
Factories etc., er 19 
Shops. eee 30 
Other premises. eee 20 
Water Wastage. ss LO 


NW OoTsr 0 BS. 


Prelininary Housing Other 
Outstanding on lst.Jan.1956,. 2 at 
Issued during the year .weece 10 8 
Complied with during year... 10 fa) 
Outstanding 3lst.December 1956. 2 ~ 
Statutory 


Outstanding Ist.dJanel1956..0. 
Issued during the yeare seco 
Complied with during year.ee 
Outstanding 31lst.December 1956. 


MIMI 
Impl 


Two Demolition Orders were made during the year. 


Most of the work is done by letter, interview or 

telephone, and few formal notices, either preliminary or 
statutory, are uscd. Some nuisances, such as blockages 

in drains, are abated by Council men, this being considered 
the quickest method, 


CONTROL OF Rats. 
The Council in conjunction with the Rural District Councils 
of Oakham, Uppingham, Ketton and Barnack employed a Pest 


Control Officer. All complaints were promptly dealt with and 
there is little evidence of rats in the town. 


HRADICATION OF BHD BUGS, 


No action was found necessary. 
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SWIMMING BATHS AND POOLS OPEN TO THR PUBLIC, 

The swimming bath is owned by the School Trustees and 
loaned to the Council during the summer holidays. Six 
inspections were made during the scasone 


INSPECTION & SUPERVISION OF FOOD, 


Milk Supply. 

At the end of the year there were six distributors and 
five premises registered, Ten inspections of premises were 
made. Two samples were sent for examination at the Public 
Health Laboratory. The reports were satisfactory. 

No action was found necessary under Regulation 20 - 
Milk and Dairies Regulations 1949, All milk sold in the 
district now is tuberculin tested, T.T.pasteurisex, sterilised or 
pasteurised. Except for a few half-pint bottles, all bottling 
is now done before reaching oakham. 


Dealers and Supplementary Licences for retailing specially 
designated milk were issued during the year as follows i- 


Tuberculin Tested, Pasteurised. Sterilised,. 
5 4. a3 
Ice Cream, 
No ice-cream is now made in Oakham, but seventeen 


premises are registered for its sale. All of these premises 
have been inspected at least once during the year. 


Meat Shops, Meat Stores, Etc., 
ST ES eI a esas: eisch ties teeanccesanvocve Li 


There is only one small slaughter house in use in the Urban 
District. 


Carcases and Offal inspected and condemned in whole or in part. 


All discases except 


Tuberculosis & Cysticerci. 
WOOde (CarCOmeSrCONnUGUNe csc pweeemaeecscveccecssscesece NONCs 


Carcases of which some part or 
organ Was ree ies eres Se eer renee evel ie ae ww ee 2 0 8 © Nonee 


Food Premises in the Urban District in December consisted of:-— 


6 Cafes and a Dairy Shop. 
13 Licensed Premises (not including Clubs). 
13 Retail Grocers, Htc., 

4 Butchers. 

4 Greengrocers. 

2 Fishmongers. 

4 Bakers and pastrycooks. 

5 Sweets etc., 
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Premises Registered undor Section 14 for 


Conan 


Preparation and Sale of Sausages, 

Peover revo and MOA FIOb sds eesvesevenssccevcseee 6 
Prevareuromand saio of Fish and Chips..ecsscsecse oc 

This shop has been inspected several times during the year. 
It is well kept and is performing a busy and useful function. 


Disposal of Condemned Food. 


The small quantities involved are disposed of by :- 


(a) Burning in the boiler at Council Offices. 
(bd) Being taken to tip by Refuse Collectors. 
(c) Sending to the Hunt Kennels. 


Twenty-four lbs. Corned Beef were voluntarily surrendered as 
untite 


Food Hygiene Regulations 1955 ~- 56. 


These Regulations came into force partly on lst. January and 
the remainder on lst. July. Your Public Health Inspector 
and I have throughout the year visited all the premises 
affected in order to advise and suggest possible improvementse 
On the whole we found the proprietors co-operative and anxious 
to comply with the requirements of these Regulations. 

At the end of the year we were satisfied that there were no 
serious contraventions, but we are keeping one or two places 
under special observation. 


HOUSING. 


Number of dwelling houses in respect of which 

Demolition Orders Were MACS... wsesescccvcsvcessece Z 
(These are now void but not demolished) 

Number of dwelling houses demolished in pursuance 

SO PAD DOLLELE s . ae siccle tices siveeeeceeseeseeeces 5 


Houses demolished without Demolition Orders..cerseece 2 


Three cases of overcrowding involving five families and 
twenty people were abated during the year. 

There remain a few cases where houses are uncomfortably 
full, but are not overcrowded by the Standards laid down 
in the Housing Act, 1936. 

1956 was remarkable for the movement of Council tenants, as 

many as sixteen houses becoming empty and re-let, 

There were (at 31lst.December,1956) eighty-six Oakhan 
applicants for Council Houses. Thirty-two of these are 
Sharing houses with parents or others. 


There is also a pressing demand for houses from people outside 
the Urban District, many of whom work in the town. 


During the year eight Council Flats, eight private houses and 
four bungalows for Archdeacon Johnson Trustees were completed. 


At the end of 1956, the Council owned 337 houses, in addition 
to 10 temporary bungalows rented from the Ministry, and one 
old house acquired in Willian Dalby Street. 

In twelve cases houses were improved and one building was 
converted to a house with Grant aid under the Housing Act 1949. 
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The following tuble shows new house completionsin the 
last ten years. ° 
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Year Houses completed Council TOTAL, 
other than by Council. Housese 
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1947 7 5 a 
1948 2 27 29 
1949 16 32 48 
1950 8 Le ek 
BO 1 aes 50 
1952 ce & 24 35 
1953 4 43 47 
1954 6 44 50 
L935 Lo 4 19 
1956 Sg 8 20 
TOTAL 94 ee 591. 
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In addition, there have been conversions and adaptations. 
In the same period there were 27 demolitions. 
36% of the houses in the district have been built in the last 
25 years. 


Shortage of developed sites will retard housing and slum 
clearance in 1957. 
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PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL Ovuk, INFECTIOUS AND 
OTHEt DIS SACHS ° 


RD, Notifiable Diseases (Other then _fuberculosis) during L556 
Diseases Tot 1 Cascs. Cases omitted Toto 
Notified. to Hospital. Deaths. 
Scarlet Fever. 2 - - 
Dysentery. 52 - - 
Pneumonin. 3 = is 


I am pleased to note for the seventh successive year that no 
case of Diphtheria occurred, There was no confirmed case 
of Poliomyelitis. 
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Disease. Under iOS A ty Se Lee ee ore ik OF 
; Bei ae. JO) 15 205) 665 and 
OVeCLr « 
Scarlet Fever. = S25 ieee | “ Se a eT eae ae 
Dysentery. - - - - - = 29 ida RU i Net Sc 
Pneumonia. ~ - - - =—- = _ - - xe a o- 


The Dysentery cases were chiefiy among school children in 
one School and the remainder were on the Staff of the same School, 
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Age a, New Cases. DERG sy i Ne 
Group. Satine ry. Non-Pulmonary. Pulmonary. Non-Pulnonary. _ 
ST ae a i a a 
Uaaer 5 - - ~ - _ a as = 
gee 5 - - - - - ~ “LE = 
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NATIONAL ASSTSTANCH ACT, 1948. 


I am again pleased to report that no action was 
found necessary during the year. 


I have the honour to be, 
Your obedient Servant, 


JOHN YOUNG. 


Medical Officer of Health. 


Warwick Lodge, 
Melton Mowbray. 


¢ cute TB 


aw, & 


Okios of, bins -idodwe OF Babdete bina ae Do; ote - 
‘av ela hid r S| ee ny), 
.toey, ft yabivd Yasagegen heseroy’h) Ly ‘i 


ti 

Lae Yo iv vad I 
mat i P. oot? j 

a t4 itt 1 § - - 

ed & 

! 

5 § : a 

»\ Le | pas re id ~ 
a 
me j 


g BROOM ish 
i sien not Mi 


a 


Wo 
WAL, 
ar te 
, ia 
i YA 
at Y 
Ali w+ We 


hh PE gh ers thy , 
| i 
Ue Pe ee ee 

he ., ate meh: 
sor ¥ 


: 
“ty 
an 


Lio 
Me 


ns 
iv 


re 


